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Powell Gilbert supports attempt to shatter world records for rowing 
across the Pacific Ocean 

  
Former associate Izzy Burnham is part of an all-female team whose six-month journey will raise funds to 

support breast cancer survivors and injured female service personnel 
  
 
LONDON – Leading intellectual property law firm Powell Gilbert is supporting a team of women who will be 

attempting to row across the Pacific Ocean in pursuit of three new World Records and fundraising to support 

women with breast cancer and injured female military veterans. 

 

The team – known as the Coxless Crew – includes former Powell Gilbert associate Izzy Burnham.  They are 

scheduled to row the 8,446 miles across the Pacific in a 29-ft, four-person, pink ocean rowing boat named 

Doris.  They are attempting to be both the first fours boat, and first all-female team, to row across the Pacific 

Ocean, as well as achieving the overall fastest row in history. Scheduled to launch in April 2015 from San 

Francisco, their journey to Cairns in Australia will take between five and six months, with stops in Hawaii and 

Samoa for restocks and repairs.  
 

The team’s high-profile endeavor – which has attracted celebrity supporters such as Sir Steve Redgrave, Sir 

Ranulph Fiennes and the Transglobe Expedition Trust, and four-time World Ironman Champion Chrissie 

Wellington – will raise funds for two charitable organisations.  Global music superstar Kylie Minogue, herself a 

breast cancer survivor, is serving as the team’s patron, and funds raised will support Breast Cancer Care and 

Walking With The Wounded, which will establish a new fund specifically for injured servicewomen. 

 

The team has set up a dedicated website (www.coxlesscrew.com) – as well as Facebook and Twitter profiles – 

where people can follow their journey via a satellite tracking system and get real-time updates of their progress.  

In addition to a wide range of corporate support from Powell Gilbert and other organisations, individual 

supporters of the Coxless Crew can sponsor their efforts and also ‘buy a mile’ (or more) of their journey via the 

team’s website, and provide a message on the team’s inspiration wall inside the boat.   

 

Penny Gilbert, partner at Powell Gilbert, comments: 
 

“We are delighted to support the aims and ambitions of our former colleague Izzy Burnham and her teammates 

in their race to set another record of achievement for women.  Their inspiring endeavor to be the first all-female 

team to cross the Pacific Ocean will not only secure their  place in rowing history, but also raise much needed 

funds to support women in the battle to overcome breast cancer and military service injury. We encourage 

everyone to get involved, follow their exciting journey, and support this very worthwhile effort.”   
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http://www.breastcancercare.org.uk/
http://walkingwiththewounded.org.uk/
http://www.coxlesscrew.com/
http://www.facebook.com/crew.coxless
https://twitter.com/coxlesscrew
http://coxlesscrew.com/buy-a-mile/


 
Notes to Editors: 
 
 
Powell Gilbert LLP (www.powellgilbert.com) is one of the UK’s leading law firms specialising in intellectual 
property (IP) litigation and advisory work, including patents, trademarks, design rights, copyright and confidential 
information. The firm was founded in 2007, and has since quadrupled in size to a total of eight partners and 41 
fee earners.  
 
The team brings to bear a truly unique blend of top-flight legal expertise and robust technical backgrounds, 
including qualified lawyers with PhDs and master’s degrees in disciplines ranging from computer sciences to 
molecular biology. It advises a wide variety of household brands and major UK and international companies on 
IP issues across a range of sectors including FMCG, mobile and telecommunication, and pharmaceutical, 
medical devices and biotechnology. 
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